
 

 

 
NORTH BRANCH 
⎯⎯⎯Minnesota⎯⎯⎯ 

 

PARKS, TRAILS AND OPEN SPACE 
COMMISSION 
REGULAR AGENDA 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2026 @ 7:00 PM 
CITY HALL, 6408 ELM STREET, NORTH 
BRANCH, MN 55056 

Charles Klopp 
Chair 

 
Bob Bernier 

Commissioner 
 

Farfum Ladroma 
Commissioner 

 
Lynn Wilson 

Commissioner 
 

Wendy Chelberg 
Commissioner  

1. CALL TO ORDER  

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

3. ROLL CALL  

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Provides an opportunity for the public to address the Council on items that are not on the Agenda. Please raise 
your hand to be recognized. Please state your name and address for the record. This section is for the express 
purpose of addressing concerns of City services and operations. It shall not be used to clarify individual’s views 
for political purposes. 

5. AGENDA APPROVAL  
 a. Approve Agenda ACTION 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered routine and/or non-controversial and will be approved by 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember or citizen so requests, in 
which case the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the 
Agenda.  

 a. Approval of August 3, 2026 PTOS Commission meeting minutes ACTION 

7. REPORTS  
 a. Park Fund Balances INFO 
 b. Project Updates INFO 
 c. Movie Night in the Park ACTION 
 d. Meadows Ridge ACTION 
 e. Approval of submitting an application to the ECRAC Arts and Culture Heritage 

Fund Legacy Grant for the Summer Concerts Series 
ACTION 

 f. Comprehensive Plan INFO 
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Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission REGULAR 
MEETING 

Monday, September 14, 2026 

 

North Branch City  9/14/2026 
 

 g. Malmquist Property ACTION 

8. NEXT MEETING - October 5, 2026 - 7PM  

9. ADJOURNMENT  
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City of North Branch 

Staff Report 
 

Prepared By:  

Presenter:  

Date: 06/09/2026 

Board & Commission: Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission 

Subject: Approval of August 3, 2026 PTOS Commission meeting minutes 

 
 
 
Voting Requirements: 
 
Voting Options          Simple Majority Super Majority  
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NORTH BRANCH 
⎯⎯⎯Minnesota⎯⎯⎯ 

 

PARKS, TRAILS AND OPEN SPACE 
COMMISSION 
REGULAR AGENDA 
MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2026 @ 7:00 PM 
CITY HALL, 6408 ELM STREET, NORTH 
BRANCH, MN 55056 

Charles Klopp 
Chair 

 
Bob Bernier 

Commissioner 
 

Farfum Ladroma 
Commissioner 

 
Lynn Wilson 

Commissioner 
 

Wendy Chelberg 
Commissioner  

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH 
BRANCH IN THE COUNTY OF CHISAGO AND IN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
Monday, August 3, 2026  

1. CALL TO ORDER  

Chair Charlie Klopp called the Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission Meeting to order at 7pm. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Chair Charlie Klopp led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL   
Present: Commissioner Charles Klopp, Commissioner Farfum Ladroma, Commissioner Lynn 

Wilson 
Absent:  
Remote:  
Others Present:  
Notes:  

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Provides an opportunity for the public to address the Council on items that are not on the Agenda. Please raise 
your hand to be recognized. Please state your name and address for the record. This section is for the express 
purpose of addressing concerns of City services and operations. It shall not be used to clarify individual’s views 
for political purposes. 

5. AGENDA APPROVAL  
 a. Approve Agenda ACTION  

RESULT: Passed 
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MOVER: Farfum Ladroma 
SECONDER: Lynn Wilson 
AYES: Charles Klopp, Farfum Ladroma, Lynn Wilson 
ABSENT:  
NOTES:  

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered routine and/or non-controversial and will be approved by 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember or citizen so requests, in 
which case the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the 
Agenda.  

 a. Approval of July 6, 2026 PTOS Commission minutes ACTION  
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Farfum Ladroma 
SECONDER: Charles Klopp 
AYES: Charles Klopp, Farfum Ladroma, Lynn Wilson 
ABSENT:  
NOTES:  

7. REPORTS  
 a. Park Fund Balances INFO 

Community Development Director Nate Sondrol presented the Park Fund Balances. 
 
Fund Balance Park Dedication Fund (486) (Outstanding state grant reimbursements - CSAH 30 Trail) 
(Committments $320,826.73  
Park Improvement Fund (Outstanding - ECRAC Summer Concerts) $109,096.34  
Community Center Fund $187,198.52 

 b. Project Updates INFO 

Community Development Director Nate Sondrol presented the Project Updates.  The Parks Commission 
received an application for the Adopt a Park program from Troop 9411, which has signed up for 
Riverwalk Walk, so we want to thank them as they begin the process.  For the Safe Route to School Plan, 
there will be an action plan meeting on August 6th at 1:30 PM at North Branch High School.  We've 
gotten some feedback from the community, and we've met with the planning group, and they're going to 
be bringing results back to be presented at the August 6th meeting.  This week, we have Night to Unite in 
Central Park, and there are two remaining Concerts in the Park after that. 
 
 

 c. Movie Night in the Park ACTION 

Community Development Director Nate Sondrol presented Movie Night in the Park Update. 
 
Staff received a proposal from Movie Nights to host free outdoor Movies in the Park events at City parks. 
The program is intended to provide a family-friendly community gathering opportunity, encourage 
greater use of City parks, and complement existing community events.  Under the proposed partnership, 
Movie Nights will provide all event equipment and services, including the inflatable movie screen, 
projector, sound system, event setup, operation, and takedown. The City's responsibility will be to obtain 
the required public performance license for the selected movie. 
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PTOS Commission Recommendation 
 
At its July 2026 meeting, the PTOS Commission reviewed the proposal and expressed support for 
moving forward with the concept through a partnership with North Branch Community Education. 
 
Project Update 
 
Following the Commission's recommendation, City staff met with representatives from North Branch 
Community Education and Movie Nights to coordinate the event. The partners have scheduled the 
inaugural Movies in the Park event to coincide with the Fall Harvest Festival on Saturday, September 26, 
with the movie beginning at dusk. Movie Nights has since conducted community sponsorship outreach 
and has received strong support from local businesses and organizations, securing sufficient funding to 
host the event. 
 
Manolo Fogg, who founded Movie Nights, was present at the meeting and discussed how they have 
gotten funding to cover the license and that the next part of the process is choosing a movie. 
 
 

 d. Williams Park  INFO 

Community Development Director Nate Sondrol presented the Williams Park update.   
 
City staff recently met with North Branch Librarian Kalyen Olinger to discuss possible improvements to 
Williams Park. Following the meeting, Ms Olingner met with library patrons and staff and put together 
the attached mock-up of a park plan that they believe would be used and enjoyed by many. 
 
Below is an overview of the proposed project from Ms. Olinger. 
 
With the understanding that any park takes a lot of time and money to build, I would suggest that a mown 
trail and beginnings of a nature playground be the first aspects implemented.  Additional playground 
structures, a hill, and a pump track could always be added later as finances allow. I believe these 
suggestions also allow for more permanent structures such as a future community center to easily take 
their place someday down the line. You'll note that the map I've attached has two versions — Version 1 
has the pump track in the NW corner, which would not interfere with future possible structures built 
along Greenway Ave. Version 2 puts the pump track in the SE corner, which may be easier to implement 
since there are no trees, but it would interfere with future possible structures. 
 
The Commission discussed this at the June meeting and provided support for the improvements.   

 e. Comprehensive Plan INFO 

Community Development Director Nate Sondrol presented the Comprehensive Plan Update.  Nate asked 
if there was anything that needed to be included; to email him with the information.  The intention is to 
bring the Comprehensive Plan to a public hearing on September 1st, which will be held by the Planning 
Commission. 

8. NEXT MEETING - September 14, 2026 - 7 PM  

9. ADJOURNMENT  

The Parks, Trails, and Open Space Commission Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM. 
 
RESULT: Passed 
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MOVER: Farfum Ladroma 
SECONDER: Lynn Wilson 
AYES: Charles Klopp, Farfum Ladroma, Lynn Wilson 
ABSENT:  
NOTES:  

 

Page 7 of 47



 
City of North Branch 

Staff Report 
 

Prepared By:  

Presenter:  

Date: 09/11/2026 

Board & Commission: Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission 

Subject: Park Fund Balances 

 
Below are the fund balances as of 7/1/26 
Fund Balance 
Park Dedication Fund (486) 
(Outstanding state grant reimbursements - 
CSAH 30 Trail) 
(Committments  

$320,826.73 

Park Improvement Fund (Outstanding - 
ECRAC Summer Concerts) 

$103,253.43 

Community Center Fund $188,320.94 
 
Voting Requirements: 
 
Voting Options          Simple Majority Super Majority 
 

Page 8 of 47



 
City of North Branch 

Staff Report 
 

Prepared By: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director 

Presenter: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director 

Date: 09/11/2026 

Board & Commission: Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission 

Subject: Project Updates 

 
July Project Updates 
 
Voting Requirements: 
 
Voting Options          Simple Majority Super Majority 
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Parks, Trails & Open Space Commission Project Updates 
 
Current Projects Progress and Next Steps Approval 

Date 
Estimated 
Completion 
Date 

Estimated  
Cost 

Website  The city is in the process of updating its website 
and is looking for feedback from the commission.   

 Ongoing  

Willliams Park  The Commission received a request for low impact 
nature based play at Williams Park including a 
nature playground, sledding hill, bike walking trails 
and a bike pump track.  Walking tails have been 
mowed. 
 
The WPCG have created a mini food shelf at the 
North Branch Library with produce from the 
gardens. 

   

Clayton Anderson 
Park 

The PTOS Commission recommended approval of 
up to $2,500 to acquire and place the limestone 
rock in the park.  The City Council approved this at 
their April 9, 2024.  The limestone has been moved 
to the park.     
The CCMG are looking to establish an Oak 
Savanna at the park. . They will be continuing the 
buckthorn removal from the park and are looking 
to remove the knapweed. 
 
North Woods and Waters have obtained a $23,000 
grant to support the pollinator planting and 2 year 
maintenance plan at the park.  A huge thank you to 
Tom Anderson for securing the grant funding. The 
third seedings of cover crop has been completed. 

 2026  

Harder Park Disc 
Golf Course 

The NBDGA is in the process of designing signage 
for the course.  The PTOS commission approved 
moving forward with the concept kiosk and to 
bring the final design back for approval.  The City 
Council approved the NBDGA funding request of 
$5,000 for alternate short tees and an alternate 
basket location for full build out of the course.  The 
tee pads and kiosk sign will be installed in the 
spring.  Trees have been planted around the course. 
The kiosk sign has been created.   
 
There were 3,592 rounds from 705 unique players 
from 20 states walking over 13.3 million steps over 
6,000 hours recorded in 2025.  This only included 
recorded play on udisc. 
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MERC Grant The City received grant funding for new dugout 
roofs for Field 1 at Harder Park.  These will be 
installed in 2026 

 Summer 26  

RJMP The Commission recommend city staff work with 
the Football association to identify improvements 
to fields, lighting and storage at the park.  Football 
Foul Poles have been installed by the Football 
Assoc.  They are looking to install additional 
parking at the park along the east side and outside 
of the outfield.   

   

Circle of Honor 
Veterans 
Memorial 

The City Council approved the site plan and MOU 
with the North Branch Veterans Memorial Group 
at the July 25, 2023 meeting and are working on 
their marketing and fundraising efforts.  The 
coming soon sign has been installed in the park.  
The City Council approved the fiscal agreement.  A 
funding request was submitted state for the project.  
The committee is planning to break ground this 
fall.  Planning will need to begin for tree 
replacements. 

 2025/2026  

Flink Ave Trail 
Sunrise Bluff 2 
Phase II 
(Co Mkt – 392) 

City Staff submitted a grant to MNDOT AT 
program received funding of $574,332 to complete 
the trail section.  The City Council approved the 
plans and specs and authorizing for bids for the 
project at the May 27 meeting.  The City Council 
authorized approval of the project.   

 July 2026 $99,901 

Safe Route to 
Schools 
 
CSAH 30 Trail 

The City Council recommended approval of 
submitting the grant application to construct a trail 
along the east side of CSAH 30 from 379th St to 
Maple St and on Maple St from CSAH 30 to Oak 
St at the 12.7.21 meeting   The estimated 
engineering City Cost is $55,004.90.  The City has 
been notified that the project was selected for 
funding in the amount of $366,700. The Council 
approved the plans and specs and the project is out 
for bid.  The project has been completed with some 
final punch list items remaining 

 June 30, 
2026 

 

SRTS Plan The SRTS Plan is over 12 years old and is need of 
an update.  Will look to apply for grant funding to 
update this.  The City was notified that it was 
awarded funding to complete its safe routes to 
school plan.  The SRTS Planning Update process 
has started and results are expected to be presented 
in late September or October. 
 

 July 2026  

Northwood Park Public Works is in the process of obtaining quotes    
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for painting/updating the shelter building. 
Arts Grant The 2026 season has been completed.   This is an 

agenda item. 
 

   

Pollinator Friendly 
City/Monarch 
Community  

The legislature approved language allowing 
property owners to maintain native prairies on all 
properties.  The city will need to amend its existing 
ordinances to align with this. 

   

Tree City The CCMG planted 8 trees in Clayton Anderson 
park despite the rained out Arbor Day event.  City 
staff will work on tree ordinance and will bring it 
to a future meeting for review/discussion.  The City 
is working on submitting a grant application to 
support EAB management. 

 2026  

Skateboard Park The Commission and Council approved the 
replacement of the surfacing at the skateboard park. 
Public Works has installed the new ramp surfaces 
and the park is getting a lot of use. 3rd Lair has held 
provided a concept of a tiered quarter pipe.  The 
PTOS Commission discussed providing up to 
$4,000 in funding match for a tiered quarter pipe.   

5/3/21   

Malmquist 
Property 

The PTOS Commission recommended to strongly 
support Mr. Malmquist's proposal for his property 
to be entrusted to the city at the appropriate time 
and to care and that the city would care best for it 
and properly use it at the 1/9/23 meeting. City Staff 
is working with Mr. Malmquist on next steps. An 
appraisal ($3,500 - $5,000) would be required for 
DNR grant acquisitions. City staff met with the 
MN Trust for Public Lands to explore options to 
help protect the site until grant funding could be 
acquired.  A revised area of 2 acres for non-passive 
park land is in the process of being established. 

   

North Branch 
Beautification 
Association 

The NBBA is continuing to work on the Vet 
Memorial, Flower Baskets, Banners and Memorial 
Benches.   

   

Splash Pad The Commission and City Council have identified 
a splash pad as top priority improvement and has 
discussed Williams Park as the location for the 
splash pad to be tied to a community center 
location.  The Commission discussed hosting a 
community input meeting on the desired amenities 
and type of facility the community would desire in 
in winter 2024. The City is conducting a facility 
assessment and will help guide the location for a 
future community center. The Commission would 

   

Page 12 of 47



like to hold a joint meeting with other commissions 
and council through this process. 

St Gregorys 
Church 

Fr Matt contacted city staff to discuss the concept 
of a community playground at the St Gregory 
Church.  Discussions included an inclusive 
playground facility. 

   

Strategic Parks, 
Trails and Open 
Space Plan 

The City Council approved the Comprehensive 
Plan at the Oct 23, 2018 meeting.  The next steps 
will be to develop a strategic plan and 
implementation.  Including a bicycle/pedestrian 
plan and development of a bike friendly 
community initiatives and to accommodate site 
amenities within the design i.e. benches at various 
locations.   

    Summer 
2026 

 

Subdivision 
Review 

    

Sherwood Pines 2 The City Council approved recommended the 
acceptance of cash on 4/6/25 

4/6/26   
 

Westside 
Commons 3rd  

The PTOS Commission recommended the 
acceptance of cash and to work with the developer 
on the construction of the extension of the trail 
from 386th St to TH95.  The developer has agreed 
to construct the trail from 386th St to TH95 and will 
receive a credit for park dedication fees. 

3/6/23   
 

Hemingway 
Meadows 

The City Council approved recommended the 
acceptance of cash on 2/25/26 

   

Westside 
Commons Sr 
Housing 

The PTOS Commission recommended the 
acceptance of cash on 10/7/24 

   

Preserve at Spring 
Hill 2 

The PTOS Commission recommend the acceptance 
of cash on 9/9/24 

   

Meadows Ridge 
(LGI) 

The PTOS Commission reviewed and 
recommended approval of the open space in the 
preliminary plat and recommend the acceptance of 
cash for units above the park credit utilization area. 
A park credit utilization area was approved and has 
been paid for up to 591 total units to be 
constructed.  391 units have been platted to date. 
The commission discussed with the developer the 
approval of bench and site amenity improvements 
throughout the development to be included through 
partial dedication of future phases.  

9/11/23   

Chain Lake Shores The PTOS Commission reviewed the concept plan 
and provided feedback of a combination of cash 
and land for park dedication with a more detailed 
review with a preliminary/final plat submittal.   

9/11/23   
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Townsedge Master 
Plan 

The PTOS Commission to recommend an 
acceptance a combo of land and cash for park 
dedication funds with the land not to exceed 4 
acres. 

5/2/22   

Casselberry Outlot The PTOS Commission requested the City Council 
to reserve the parcel of land located at the northeast 
corner of Lincoln Trail and Hemingway Ave as 
park/open space. 
  
The City Council discussed this at their November 
10, 2022 meeting and noted that the parcel is being 
reserved as right-of-way for a future intersection 
improvement (2027) and that any additional space 
would be preserved as park/open space. 

 2027  

Long-term 
Planning and 
Goals 

Progress and Next Steps    

CIP 2025-2036 The Commission discussed focusing on Williams 
Park and to add the Malmquist Property, Luchts 
Trail Connection and park expansions to the CIP.  
The City Council will be reviewing in May/June 
2023. – Additional resident support has been 
provided for the Luchts Crossing trail connection. 
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Flink Ave Trail Phase II Trail  from existing trail to 392nd St to NB 
Marketplace. 

Grant ? 2026 $600,000 

Malmquist Property Acquisition and Development 2026 $600,000 
Roger Johnson Park Safety and Security Lighting 2026 $100,000 
Trails - Maintenance Repair Trail maintenance and Repari 2027 $85,000 
Sunrise Prairie Regional Trail Maintenance 2027 $6,000 
Central Park Basketball Court resurfacing 2027 $25,000 
Northwood Park Parking Lot Resurfacing 2027 $20,000 
Northwood Park Basketball Court resurfacing 2027 $25,000 
Harder Park Parking Lot microsurfacing 2027 $65,000 
RJMP Parking Lot Microsurfacing 2027 $20,000 
Northwood Park Playground Equipment Replace existing playground equipment 2027 $100,000 
Wildridge Park Basketball Court Resurfacing 2027 $20,000 

Luchts Crossing Trail Connection Trail Connection from Luchts Crossing to 
Casselberry 2027 $300,000 

Wildridge Park Park Development – parking lot, soccer fields 2028 $545,000 
Williams Park Park Development 2028 $1,850,000 
Harder Park Playground Equipment Replace existing playground equipment 2028 $100,000 
North Branch Oaks Playground Equipment Replace existing playground equipment 2028 $100,000 
Luchts Crossing Park Development 2029 $100,000 
Splash Pad Williams Park 2029 $300,000 
Tower Fields Parking Lot Paving 2029 $70,000 
Meadows North Park Expansion to west 2029 $50,000 
Falcon Ave Trail 385th – 386th St 2030 $55,000 
Townsedge Park Park Development 2030 $200,000 
Dog Park Dog Park Development - Location TBD 2030 $30,000 
Roger Johnson Playground Equipment Replace existing playground equipment 2030 $
Clayton Anderson Parking lot surfacing 2031 $200,000 
Northwood Park Irrigation System 2032 $70,000 
Sunrise Prairie Regional Trail Maintenance 2032 $6,000 
Wildridge Park Playgrund Equipment Replace existing playground equipment 2032 $100,000 
Tower Fields Irrigation System 2033 $70,000 
Roger Johnson Park Expansion to east 2034 $80,000 
Harder Park Trail Connection 2035 $1,000,000 
Grand Ave Trail Pedestrian bridge across Sunrise River 2036 $515,000 
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City of North Branch 

Staff Report 
 

Prepared By: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director 

Presenter: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director 

Date: 09/11/2026 

Board & Commission: Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission 

Subject: Movie Night in the Park 

 
Background 
Staff received a proposal from Movie Nights to host free outdoor Movies in the Park events at 
City parks. The program is intended to provide a family-friendly community gathering 
opportunity, encourage greater use of City parks, and complement existing community events. 
Under the proposed partnership, Movie Nights will provide all event equipment and services, 
including the inflatable movie screen, projector, sound system, event setup, operation, and 
takedown. The City's responsibility will be to obtain the required public performance license for 
the selected movie. 
 
PTOS Commission Recommendation 
At its July 2026 meeting, the PTOS Commission reviewed the proposal and expressed support 
for moving forward with the concept through a partnership with North Branch Community 
Education. 
 
Project Update 
Following the Commission's recommendation, City staff met with representatives from North 
Branch Community Education and Movie Nights to coordinate the event. The partners have 
scheduled the inaugural Movies in the Park event to coincide with the Fall Harvest Festival on 
Saturday, September 26, with the movie beginning at dusk. 
 
Movie Nights has since conducted community sponsorship outreach and has received strong 
support from local businesses and organizations, securing sufficient funding to host the event. 
 
The licensing for the selected movie (Toy Story 5) has been secured.  The promotional flyer is in 
the process of being completed and will be shared as soon as it is completed. 
 
Recommendation 
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Staff will continue coordinating with Community Education and Movie Nights to finalize event 
details and is looking for any additional input from the commission on hosting the community 
Movies in the Park event as part of the Fall Harvest Festival. 

 

  
 
Voting Requirements: 
 
Voting Options          Simple Majority Super Majority 
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INVOICE 
 

 

DATE 
6-25-2026 

INVOICE NO 
MN-001 

MOVIE NIGHTS 
7588 387TH St 
North Branch, MN, 55056 
320-318-1263 
manolo@movienights.fun  

INVOICE TO 
City of North Branch  
6408 Elm St N 
North Branch, MN, 55056 
651-674-8113 
nsondrol@northbranchmn.gov 

  

 

MANOLO MOVIES IN PARK PAYMENT TERMS UPON SERV 
  Due on Receipt  

 

QUANTITY DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE LINE TOTAL 
 
 

1 Full outdoor theater set* $250.00 $250.00 

Subtotal 250.00 

Sales Tax 17.19 

Total 267.19 
*This is per event and does not include a license for a movie showing. 
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City of North Branch 

Staff Report 
 

Prepared By: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director 

Presenter: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director 

Date: 09/11/2026 

Board & Commission: Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission 

Subject: Meadows Ridge 

 
Overview / Background 

LGI Homes (Developer) submitted an application in May 2024 for the proposed Meadows 
Ridge Planned Unit Development (PUD). The development is located in the northwest quadrant 
of the City, generally northwest of the intersection of 400th Street and Flink Avenue and 
includes an additional 40-acre parcel located east of Flink Avenue. 

The proposed master planned development consists of approximately 336 residential lots on 
approximately 120 acres, to be constructed in seven phases. 

The purpose of this review is to: 

• Summarize the park dedication requirements associated with the proposed development; 
and 

• Obtain feedback from the Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission regarding long-
term park and trail amenity opportunities within the Meadows Ridge development. 

 

Discussion / Analysis 

Park Dedication Requirements 

Minnesota Statutes authorize municipalities to require the dedication of land, payment of cash, 
or a combination of both to address the increased demand that new development places on 
public parks, trails, open space, playgrounds, recreational facilities, wetlands, and related public 
improvements. 
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The City of North Branch has implemented these provisions through City Code Section 54-465, 
which authorizes park dedication when one or more of the following findings are made: 

• The property has been identified for park or open space purposes within an adopted City 
plan; 

• New development will increase recreational demand; 
• Natural features should be preserved for public benefit; or 
• The dedication supports the goals and policies of the City's adopted plans. 

Park dedication may be satisfied through land dedication, cash contribution, or a combination of 
both, as determined by the City Council. 

Development Plan and Park Dedication Credit 

The proposed development master plan includes 336 residential lots on approximately 120 acres 
and will be constructed in seven phases. 

Under the previously approved Meadows North 2nd Planned Unit Development and 
Development Agreement, the developer provided a combination of land and cash for park 
dedication fees and received a park dedication credit for 591 residential units. The City Council 
subsequently approved expanding the park credit utilization area to include the entire Meadows 
Ridge development. 

To date, 309 residential lots have utilized this park dedication credit. With the addition of the 
proposed 336-lot Meadows Ridge development, the cumulative total would increase to 645 
residential lots, exceeding the available park dedication credit by 54 residential lots. 

Accordingly, park dedication requirements apply only to these remaining 54 lots. 

Based on the City's current fee schedule, the available park dedication options are: 

Option Calculation 

Cash Contribution 54 lots × $1,800 per lot = $97,200 

Land Dedication 10% of the remaining land value associated with the 54 lots 

Combination 
Option 

Any combination of land dedication and cash contribution approved by the 
City 

 

Site Analysis 
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The development site contains generally level topography with predominantly loamy fine sandy 
soils and there have been no wetlands have been identified within the development area. 

Although portions of the development are located within one-half mile of Meadows North Park, 
access is currently influenced by 400th Street and Flink Avenue, both of which function as 
higher-volume collector roadways. The planned construction of public trails along both 
roadways, together with internal sidewalks throughout the subdivision, will improve pedestrian 
connectivity between the development and the City's existing park and trail system. 

Future Park and Trail Opportunities 

As part of the Master Ridge Planned Unit Development, the developer has incorporated six 
outlots that will serve a variety of purposes including: Stormwater management; Open space 
preservation; Future park opportunities; and Pedestrian trail connections. 

A 10-foot-wide bituminous trail is proposed throughout the open space corridor and will connect 
residents to the future neighborhood park area identified as Outlot A. 

The proposed park and open space layout also establishes an opportunity for future trail and park 
connections to adjacent properties, including the conceptual Chain Lake Shores development 
located west of the project. 

As development occurs over multiple phases, the developer is requesting Commission input 
regarding the long-term placement and prioritization of neighborhood park amenities. Potential 
improvements may include: Benches, Picnic tables, Gathering areas; Shade structures; Small 
play features; Others? 

The attached Park Opportunities Map identifies potential locations where these improvements 
could be incorporated as future phases are developed. 

Previous Commission Action 

The Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission reviewed the preliminary development proposal 
in June 2024 and recommended that the City accept a cash park dedication contribution in lieu 
of additional land dedication, based upon the increased recreational demand generated by the 
development. 

The first phase of the development, consisting of 82 residential lots, has been approved and is 
anticipated to begin construction in July 2026. 

Staff Analysis 

Staff believes the proposed development provides a connected system of sidewalks, trails, and 
open space that is generally consistent with the City's Comprehensive Parks, Trails and Open 
Space Plan. 
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Existing park dedication credits substantially satisfy the development's overall park dedication 
obligation, with dedication requirements remaining for only 54 residential lots. 

The developer's proposed open space network provides flexibility for future neighborhood park 
improvements while preserving opportunities for trail connectivity both within the subdivision 
and to adjacent future developments. 

Staff is requesting Commission feedback regarding the proposed park amenity locations and 
recommendations on the types of improvements that should be prioritized as future phases of the 
development are constructed. 

The Commission discussed this at their July meeting and provided general support of the 
proposed park opportunity locations and of future park amenities within the Meadows Ridge 
development. 
 
The developer has discussed the concept of the addition of a dog park to the outlot north of the 
commercial pad along Flink Ave or possibly within the existing Meadows North Park and is 
seeking feedback from the commission. 
 

Requested Action 

Provide comments and recommendations regarding the concept of a dog park within the 
Meadows Ridge development or Meadows North Park. 

Voting Requirements 

A simple majority of Commissioners present is required. 

Attachments 

1. Meadows Ridge Park Opportunities Map 
2. Meadows Ridge Phasing Map 
3. Comprehensive Parks, Trails and Open Space Plan 

 
Voting Requirements: 
 
Voting Options          Simple Majority Super Majority 
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City of North Branch 

Staff Report 
 

Prepared By: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director 

Presenter: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director 

Date: 09/11/2026 

Board & Commission: Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission 

Subject: Approval of submitting an application to the ECRAC Arts and Culture Heritage 
Fund Legacy Grant for the Summer Concerts Series 

 
Background 
The Minnesota State Arts Board and Minnesota's designated regional arts councils are entrusted 
with stewardship of  funding through the State of Minnesota's Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund 
(ACHF.) Proceeds from the fund may be spent only on arts and arts access, arts education and 
arts and cultural heritage. The fund is intended to create a strong arts legacy in Minnesota. 
  
The East Central Regional Arts Council has Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund (also known as 
Legacy) grants available for arts projects sponsored by groups, organizations, nonprofits, and 
units of government located within the Region 7E service area. This category provides support 
to organizations for a wide variety of larger arts projects involving the creation, sponsorship, 
publication, performance, and/or exhibition of art. Arts producing activities should result from 
the project. There is no limit on the number of grants that can be received each fiscal year, at this 
time, but applicants are limited to submitting one application per grant deadline. An Outcome 
Evaluation Plan is required for this funding program. 
  
The ECRAC funds ACHF requests from $5,000 up to $20,000 for organizations, nonprofits, 
schools, and units of government. Schools are also eligible for funding, but please see the 
guidelines for limitations. There are three application deadlines per year for this program; 
October 1, February 1, and April 1 for projects starting about 3 months later or more. 
  
The City has submitted applications in conjunction with North Branch Area Community 
Education and received funding for the past 8 years to support the Concerts in the Park Series in 
Central Park.  Last year's events were received with great support and feedback.  City Staff will 
work with Community Ed on submitting an application to continue these efforts again for the 
2027 Summer Concert Series.  
  
Financial/Budget Impacts: 
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The estimated city cost is not to exceed $3,500 with funds coming from the Park Improvement 
Fund. 

  
Deadline: 
The grant is due October 1, 2026. 
  
Requested City Council Action by the North Branch Arts Group: 
To approve City Staff to submit an application to the ECRAC Arts and Culture Heritage Fund 
Legacy Grant program for the 2027 Summer Concerts in the Park Series and to approve an 
amount not to exceed $3,500 from the Park Improvement Fund. 
 
Voting Requirements: 
 
Voting Options          Simple Majority Super Majority 
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City of North Branch 

Staff Report 
 

Prepared By: Matthew Hill, City Administrator 

Presenter:  

Date: 09/11/2026 

Board & Commission: Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission 

Subject: Comprehensive Plan 

 
Background Info 
The City of North Branch adopted its current Comprehensive Plan in 2018. Since that time, the 
City has continued to experience growth and development, changes to its zoning regulations, 
and evolving community needs. City staff has been working to update the 2018 Comprehensive 
Plan to ensure that the document accurately reflects current conditions and remains consistent 
with the City's long-term planning goals. 

The proposed update is not intended to substantially change the overall direction of the 2018 
Comprehensive Plan. Rather, the update focuses on modernizing the existing document, 
incorporating more current information, addressing changes that have occurred since 2018, and 
improving consistency between the Comprehensive Plan and the City's current zoning and 
development policies. 

Throughout a combination of public input sessions and meetings over the past year the 
commission reviewed Chapter 8 of the Comprehehsive Plan and provided the following 
feedback. 
 
Steps taken: 
Removed Greenstep Cities section and replaced with a paragraph on connectivity and accessibility. 
(highlighted) 
Added the policy adjustment for 4.1.8. where we added a line about using partnerships in potential 
fundraising opportunities. 
 
Other areas of consideration were considered, but move toward the full Comprehensive Plan re-do in 
2028: 
We discussed the splash pad and decided that it wasn't a high enough priority to be added. 
We discussed the changes in recreational trends, but there isn't a good spot to place them in the current 
Comp Plan. 
We discussed the potential addition of a Parks and Rec Director to lead the development and 
maintenance of the parks, ice rinks, and gardens in the future. 
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Goals and objectives are good as they stand. 
 
The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the plan on September 1, 2026, and 
recommended approval of the plan to the city council for their meeting scheulded for September 
23, 2026 to consider for adoption.   
 
Attacehd is a clean and redlined version of the proposed plan updates. 
 
Requested Action 
Motion to recommend approval of the proposed update to the City of North Branch 2018 
Comprehensive Plan and forward the updated Comprehensive Plan to the City Council for 
consideration. 
 
Voting Requirements: 
 
Voting Options          Simple Majority Super Majority 
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City of North Branch 

Staff Report 
 

Prepared By: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director 

Presenter: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director 

Date: 09/11/2026 

Board & Commission: Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission 

Subject: Malmquist Property 

 
Background 
Mr. Max Malmquist approached the City's Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission in January 
2023 to gauge the city's interest in acquiring his property to utilize and preserve it as a possible 
park and open space holding. The Commission discussed this and provided a recommendation at 
the meeting of strongly supporting Mr. Malmquist’s proposal for his property to be entrusted to 
the city at the appropriate time and to care and that the city would care best for it and properly 
use it. 
  
Property Overview 
The property is located at 4552 392nd Street is approximately 41.7 acres and is located on 
the  north side of 392nd Street east of Trunk Highway 95.  The property has approximately a 
960 of frontage along the east side of Mud Lake.  The property is comprised of approximately 
10 acres of tillable land, 21.9 acres of woodlands; 7.8 acres of wetlands and 2 acres of water 
(Mud Lake).  There is a gas transmission distribution line that runs through property and the 
property is located within the conceptual open space/wildlife corridor.  See the attached maps 
and photos of the site. 
  
Property Owner Vision 
Mr. Malmquist has put together a vision statement of long-term goals and planning of the 
property.  See attached. 
Vision Statement 
1) Assume Ownership 
2) Manage the property as park into perpetuity 
3) NO impervious surfaces - only class V 
4) Access to Mud Lake to be constructed to allow for canoes, kayaks, snowmobiles, etc. 
5) Current agricultural lands will be seeded as native prairie grasses.  Removal of buckthorn, 
scotch pine, Russian elm, jack pine annually 
6) Archery range/and practice archery deer-hunting trail would be appropriate types of 
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development 
7) Primary objective to maintain natural integrity of Mud Lake water and unnamed marsh on 
east end of property to maintain natural vegetation 
8) City will maintain dam on southeast side of property 
9) City would "donate" to the Living Trust" an amount decided based upon reception of the 
property.  Amount should be "financially reasonable" based upon the gift of land at the time, but 
not such as to deter the development of the park and its initiatives.  Funds donated would be 
ultimately used to purchase additional land for wildlife management in Minnesota or Wisconsin. 
  
Mr. Malmquist has been working with the Minnesota Land Trust (MLT) for the placement of a 
conservation easement on the property.  To prepare the conservation easement, a site master plan 
is needed for the site.  Previous discussions included trails, dock/lake access, outdoor archery 
range and archery walking course, observation and education areas, native prairie and parking 
areas. 
 
Attached is the revised concept plan for the site based on discussion with the landowner and 
MLT. 
  
Requested Action. 
To provide discussion and direction on the master plan. 
 
Voting Requirements: 
 
Voting Options          Simple Majority Super Majority  
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