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.\l. NORTHBRANCH
NORTH BRANCH ——Minnesota——

PARKS, TRAILS AND OPEN SPACE
COMMISSION

REGULAR AGENDA

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2024 @ 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 6408 ELM STREET, NORTH
BRANCH, MN 55056

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. ROLL CALL

4. AGENDA APPROVAL
a. Approve Agenda

5. PUBLIC COMMENT
6. CONSENT AGENDA

7.  REPORTS
a.  Park Dedication Fund
b.  Project Updates

c.  Sneep Acres
8. NEXT MEETING - THURSDAY 12/05/24 - 7 PM

9.  ADJOURNMENT

Charles Klopp
Chair

Bob Bernier
Commissioner

Farfum Ladroma
Commissioner

Lynn Wilson
Commissioner

Wendy Chelberg
Commissioner

ACTION

INFO
INFO
ACTION
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NORTH BRANCH
City of North Branch

Staff Report
Prepared By: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director
Presenter: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director
Date: 10/04/2024
Board & Commission: Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission

Subject: Approve Agenda

Approve Agenda

Voting Requirements:

Voting Options Simple Majority
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NORTH BRANCH

City of North Branch
Staff Report

Prepared By: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director

Presenter: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director

Date: 11/01/2024

Board & Commission: Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission

Subject: Park Dedication Fund

Park Dedication Fund Balance $189,985.60
Committed Funds

Meadows North Park $6,459.75
Riverwalk Dome Structure Electric $3,000.00
Disc Golf Course $5,683.53
CSAH 30 SRTS Trail $34,910.00
Northwood Pickleball Court/Site Imp $49,355.62
Harder/Tower Ballfield Fencing $970.00
Tower Fields Drainage $6,654.88
Total Committed Funds $107,033.78
Adjusted Balance $82,951.82
Community Center Fund (475) $172,194.06
Park Improvement Fund (403) $101,852.13
Committed Funds

Fox Run PUD $60,000.00
Lions Park Benches $600.00
ECRAC Summer Concerts 2023 $650.00
MERC Foundation HP Field 1 Dugouts $6,000.00
Total Committed Funds $67,250.00
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Park Improvement Fund Adjusted Balance| $34,602.13

Voting Requirements:

Voting Options Simple Majority
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ALY

NORTH BRANCH
City of North Branch

Staff Report

Prepared By: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director

Presenter: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director

Date: 11/01/2024

Board & Commission: Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission

Subject: Project Updates

ks, Trails & Open Space Commission Project Updates

benches trash receptacles,etc and
pathways are in the process of being
installed. Portions of the park will not be
accessible during the summer to allow for
safe construction.

Current Progress and Next Steps Approval | Estimate | Estimat
Projects Date d ed Cost
Completi
on Date
Northwood | The City received a grant of $140,000 3/23 Spring Total
Park from the Outdoor Recreation grant 2025
Pickleball | program from the DNR. The bids were $280,00
Court and | awarded for the pickleball courts to 0
Site Winberg Companies LLC. The )
Improveme | playground surfacing has been replaced City
nts by public works and the base grading for Match
the trail is completed. The pickleball
courts complete. Site amenities including 3140’00
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Clayton
Anderson
Park

The PTOS Commission recommended
approval of up to $2,500 to acquire and
place the limestone rock in the park. The
City Council approved this at their April
9,2024. The limestone has been moved
to the park. The Council approved
support of the Chisago SWCD Pollinator
Pathways RFP for adding plantings to the
park. Award notifications will in fall
2024.

The CCMG held a planting an buckthorn
removal event on 9/28 at the park.

Riverwalk
Park

Natural Space Domes donated the dome
structure at the park. They would like to
add a plaque at the dome structure. Below
is proposed language:

This Park Dome was donated by Natural Spaces
Domes of North Branch in memory and honor of
MN State Senator Janet Johnson and Kids for
Saving Earth founder 11 year old Clinton Hill.
Both were defenders of the Planet (R) and would
want you to work to protect our beautiful Earth.

Park
Signage

The City Council approved the purchase
of new monument signage at 7 parks. The
signs have been installed at all parks
except Tower Fields and Central Park.
These will be installed after construction
at each location.

3/23

Summer
2024

Harder
Park Disc
Golf
Course

The NBDGA is in the process of
designing signage for the course. The
PTOS commission approved moving
forward with the concept kiosk and to
bring the final design back for

approval. The City Council approved the
NBDGA funding request of $5,000 for

6/23

Spring
2024
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alternate short tees and an alternate basket
location for full build out of the

course. The tee pads and kiosk sign will
be installed in the spring. Trees have been
planted around the course. A draft kiosk
sign has been created.  Public Works
will be working with the NBDGC on
site/landscaping improvements at the park
for the kiosk.

Ballfield The fencing improvements at Harder and | Dec 2022 | Fall $125,00
Improveme | Tower Park have been completed. Future 2023/Spri | 0
nts improvements to be addressed are aglime, ng 24
dugout roofs; drainage, base/bench
replacement and fence toprail covers;
MERC The City received grant funding for new Fall 2024
Grant dugout roofs for Field 1 at Harder Park.
RIMP The Commission recommend city staff
work with the Football association to
identify improvements to fields, lighting
and storage at the park.
Veterans The City Council approved the site plan 2025/202
Memorial | and MOU with the North Branch Veterans 6
Memorial Group at the July 25, 2023
meeting and are working on their
marketing and fundraising efforts. The
coming soon sign has been installed in the
park. The City Council approved the
fiscal agreement.
Tower The City was notified that it received a Spring
Fields $7,000 grant from the MN Twins — Field 2024
Drainage for Kids Grant for drainage improvements
Improveme | to Tower Fields. The City Council
nts approved up to $13,000 to complete the

drainage improvements in fall 2023. The
City has been notified that it will be
provided an additional $8,000 of funding
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thanks to player donations for the full
grant request amount of $15,000!

Flink Ave | City Staff submitted a grant to MNDOT 2024/202 | $69,405.
Trail AT program received funding of $574,332 5 53
' to complete the trail section. WSB is
Sunrise working on the engineering for project.
Bluff 2
Phase 11
(Co Mkt —
392)
Safe Route | The City Council recommended approval June 30,
to Schools | of submitting the grant application to 2025
construct a trail along the east side of
CSAH 30 from 379" St to Maple St and
on Maple St from CSAH 30 to Oak St at
%rsa?lH 30 the 12.7.21 meeting The estimated
engineering City Cost is $55,004.90. The
City has been notified that the project was
selected for funding in the amount of
$366,700. The Council approved the plans
and specs and the project is out for
bid. The bids came in below budget.
SRTS Plan | The SRTS Plan is over 12 years old and is 2025
need of an update.  Will look to apply
for grant funding to update this. Grants
will be due in January 2025.
Arts Grant | The Council approved the summer concert
grant — Award notice will be determined
in late November 2024.
Pollinator | The legislature approved language 2021
Friendly allowing property owners to maintain
City/Monar | native prairies on all properties. The city
ch will need to amend its existing ordinances

to align with this.
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Communit
y

Tree City

The CCMG planted 8 trees in Clayton
Anderson park despite the rained out
Arbor Day event. City staff are working
on tree ordinance and will bring it to the
December meeting for
review/discussion.

4/26/24

Skateboard
Park

The Commission and Council approved
the replacement of the surfacing at the
skateboard park. Public Works has
installed the new ramp surfaces and the
park is getting a lot of use. 3" Lair has
held provided a concept of a tiered quarter
pipe. The PTOS Commission discussed
providing up to $4,000 in funding match
for a tiered quarter pipe.

5/3/21

2022

Williams
Park
Communit
y Garden

The community gardens have been tilled
up for the season and are accepting
applications for garden plots for 2025.

Malmquist
Property

The PTOS Commission recommended to
strongly support Mr. Malmquist's proposal
for his property to be entrusted to the city
at the appropriate time and to care and that
the city would care best for it and properly
use it at the 1/9/23 meeting. City Staff is
working with Mr. Malmquist on next
steps. An appraisal ($3,500 - $5,000)
would be required for DNR grant
acquisitions. City staff met with the MN
Trust for Public Lands to explore options
to help protect the site until grant funding
could be acquired.

North
Branch
Beautificati

The NBBA is continuing to work on the
Vet Memorial, Flower Baskets, Banners
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on
Associatio
n

and Memorial Benches. Tree lighting
scheduled for Sat Dec 7

Splash Pad

The Commission and City Council have
identified a splash pad as top priority
improvement and has discussed Williams
Park as the location for the splash pad to
be tied to a community center

location. The Commission discussed
hosting a community input meeting on the
desired amenities and type of facility the
community would desire in in winter
2024. The City is conducting a facility
assessment and will help guide the
location for a future community center.
The Commission would like to hold a
joint meeting with other commissions and
council through this process.

Strategic
Parks,
Trails and
Open
Space Plan

The City Council approved the
Comprehensive Plan at the Oct 23, 2018
meeting. The next steps will be to
develop a strategic plan and
implementation.  Including a
bicycle/pedestrian plan and development
of a bike friendly community initiatives
and to accommodate site amenities within
the design i.e. benches at various
locations.  This is an agenda item. A
facility assessment is in the process of
conducted and is estimated to be
completed in mid-July 2024.

Fal2024

EV
Charging
Station

The EV station discussion will be brought
to the council for future discussion.

Subdivisio
n Review
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Westside The PTOS Commission recommended the | 3/6/23

Commons | acceptance of cash and to work with the
developer on the construction of the
extension of the trail from 386%™ St to
TH95. The developer has agreed to
construct the trail from 386 St to TH95
and will receive a credit for park
dedication fees.

Westside The PTOS Commission recommended the

Commons | acceptance of cash on 10/7/24

Sr Housing

Preserve at | The PTOS Commission recommend the

Spring Hill | acceptance of cash on 9/9/24

2

Laborers The PTOS Commission recommend the

Training acceptance of cash on 9/9/24

Center

Keller The PTOS Commission recommend the

Acres acceptance of cash on 7/1/24

Members The PTOS Commission recommend the

Credit acceptance of cash on 7/1/24 and the

Union construction of the sidewalk along 9™ Ave

Sunrise The PTOS Commission recommended the | 4/1/24

Bluff 3 acceptance of the construction of the trail from

Everett Ave to Flink Ave along 392nd St and to
accept the dedication of the land along the
Sunrise River and to provide an easement across
the west outlot to extend the access to the west
of the development.
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Meadows | The PTOS Commission recommended the
North acceptance of a combination of land and
cash for park dedication for the Meadows
North development. A park credit
utilization area was approved and has
been paid for up to 591 total units to be
constructed. 236 units have been platted
to date. A final plat for MN Townhomes
24 with 72 units has been submitted for
approval.
Meadows The PTOS Commission reviewed and 9/11/23
Ridge recommended approval of the open space
in the preliminary plat and recommend the
(LGI) acceptance of cash for units above the
park credit utilization area.
Chain Lake | The PTOS Commission reviewed the 9/11/23
Shores concept plan and provided feedback of a
combination of cash and land for park
dedication with a more detailed review
with a preliminary/final plat submittal.
Townsedge | The PTOS Commission to recommend an | 5/2/22
Master acceptance a combo of land and cash for
Plan park dedication funds with the land not to
exceed 4 acres.
Casselberr | The PTOS Commission requested the City 2027
y Outlot Council to reserve the parcel of land

located at the northeast corner of Lincoln
Trail and Hemingway Ave as park/open
space.

The City Council discussed this at their
November 10, 2022 meeting and noted
that the parcel is being reserved as right-
of-way for a future intersection
improvement (2027) and that any
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additional space would be preserved as
park/open space.
Long-term | Progress and Next Steps
Planning
and Goals
CIP 2024- | The Commission discussed focusing on
2035 Williams Park and to add the Malmquist
Property, Luchts Trail Connection and
park expansions to the CIP. The City
Council will be reviewing in May/June
2023. — Additional resident support has
been provided for the Luchts Crossing
trail connection.
Council The PTOS Commission appointed Lynn
Commissio | Wilson to serve on the planning
n committee
Northwood Park Pickleball Court, Playground Resurfacing, DNR 2
Walkways Grant/
Splash Pad Location to be determined 2
Park Signage Install uniform signage in all parks 2
Central Park Basketball Court resurfacing 2
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Northwood Park Parking Lot Resurfacing 2
Northwood Park Basketball Court resurfacing 2
Co Rd 30 Trail 379" St to Maple St (East side) Final |2
Design
Co Rd 30 Crosswalk Pedestrian crossing near the library to Sunrise Final |2
Prairie Regional Trail Design
Flink Ave Trail Phase I1 Trail connection from existing trail to 392 St to Grant |2
NB Marketplace. ?
Harder Park Parking Lot microsurfacing 2
Falcon Ave Trail 385t — 386t St 2
RJMP Parking Lot Microsurfacing 2
Outdoor Archery Range Location to be determined 2
Malmquist Property Acquisition and Development 2
Sunrise Prairie Regional Maintenance 2
Trail
Wildridge Park Park Development — parking lot, soccer fields 2
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Williams Park Park Development 2
Clayton Anderson Parking lot surfacing 2
Harder Park Trail

Connection 2
Northwood Park

Playground Equipment Replace existing playground equipment 2
Luchts Crossing Park Development 2
Wildridge Park Basketball Court Resurfacing 2
Luchts Crossing Trail Trail Connection from Luchts Crossing to

Connection Casselberry 2
Northwood Park Irrigation System 2
Tower Fields Irrigation System 2
Townsedge Park Park Development 2
Harder Park Playground

Equipment Replace existing playground equipment 2
North Branch Oaks

Playground Equipment Replace existing playground equipment 2
Tower Fields Parking Lot Paving 2
Meadows North Park Expansion to west 2
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Dog Park Dog Park Development - Location TBD 2

Roger Johnson Playground
Equipment Replace existing playground equipment 2
Roger Johnson Park Expansion to east 2

Grand Ave Trail Pedestrian bridge across Sunrise River 2

Voting Requirements:

Voting Options Simple Majority
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ALY

NORTH BRANCH
City of North Branch

Staff Report
Prepared By: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director
Presenter: Nathan Sondrol, Community Development Director
Date: 11/01/2024
Board & Commission: Parks, Trails and Open Space Commission

Subject: Sneep Acres

Overview / Background

Michael Sneep (Developer) has submitted a minor subdivision application for a plat named
Sneep Acres. The proposed plat is located on the south side of 380th at the intersection with
Bridge Road. The proposed plat would create a total of 3 lots with (1) one existing home.

Discussion/Analysis

State Statute allows cities the ability to require that a reasonable portion of the buildable land of
any proposed subdivision to be dedicated to the public to address infrastructure needs created by
the development; including, parks, recreational facilities, playgrounds, trails, sidewalks,
wetlands and open space.

In lieu of land dedication for parks, recreational facilities, playgrounds, trails, wetlands or open
space, cities may require a developer to pay cash or “park dedication fees.” Park dedication fees
excuse the developer from a local land dedication for park and recreation purposes, but still
allow the city to purchase and acquire new, off-site facilities to serve the recreation needs
created by the subdivision.

Sec. 54-465. Conditions for contributions.

It shall be deemed to be in the public interest to require land dedication, cash contribution, or
any combination thereof when the city council after review and recommendation makes one or
more of the following findings of fact:

(1) All or part of the proposed subdivision has been designated as park, playground, public open
space, storm sewer holding areas or ponds on an adopted city plan;
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(2) Such contribution is necessary in order to protect adjacent land uses from potential
conflicting land uses which could exist on the land subdivided;

(3) The increased number of residents to reside or be employed within the subdivision will
increase the recreational demands upon the city;

(4) The land proposed to be subdivided contains or borders upon existing unique topographical
features including but not limited to ponds, lakes, streams, timber stands, water holding areas,
hills, steep slopes, drainage areas, or bluffs which should be preserved to prevent foreseeable
safety, pollution, or erosion hazards or to provide unique recreational and aesthetic qualities and
enjoyment to the city; Such contribution is necessary to comply with or fulfill the goals,
policies, and programs of the city.

2. Development Plan

The Developer is proposing to subdivide the property into 3 lots and keeping the existing home
site. The nearest park would be the open space in the Lucht's Crossing development.

The majority of the site is relatively flat, has predominately loamy sand and loamy fine sand
along with wetlands identified on the property. There is a perennial stream on the southeast
portion of the property that connects to North Branch of the Sunrise River that includes
floodplain areas and elevated banks. The landcover consists of aspen forest, short grasses, mixed
hardwood swamp and a oak forest The property is located within the open space wildlife
corridor. Based on North Branch City Code and the current fee schedule, the following options
are available for park dedication for the proposed development.

Cash Option 2 Lots @ $1,800 per lot = $3,600
Land Option 10% of land = 1.8 acres

Cash/Land Option | Various Combinations of the above

Deadline: November 4, 2024
Requested Action & Recommendation:

The requested action is for the Commission to make a recommendation to deem the public
interest to require land dedication, cash contribution, or any combination thereof for the Sneep
Acres development.

Voting Requirements:
State Law or City Code requires a simple majority, of those present.
Attachments:

1) Sneep Acres Plat
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2) Comprehensive Parks, Trails and Open Space Plan

Voting Requirements:

Voting Options Simple Majority
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